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Attendance at public meetings 
agenda for January
In January instead of sponsoring our own meeting, the 
League is encouraging members to attend public 
meetings. The League believes that to Make Demoaacy 
Work our citizens should be knowledgeable about 
government and its processes. We hope that by attending 
ftese public meetings League members will be better 
informed ^ u t  local government and acquainted with the 
public officials.
Meetings selected are:
^January 6, 7:30 pm Board of Education, 620 20th 
St. League contacts: Helen Brown, 525-2735; Doris 
Johnson, 522-3877.
*January 15, 7:00 pm Parks and Recreation Board, 
St. Cloud Commons - League contact: Rose Riter, 522- 
4459.
*January 26, 7:30 pm, Huntington City Council- 
League contact Mary Anderson, 523-2032.
♦January 27, 10:00* ^m, C a b e l l  C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n ,  courthouse 3rd floor county 
commission's auditorium - League contacts: Helen 
Gibbins, 736-3287, and Frances Huddleston, 736-4452.
WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE
The 1998 session of the WV legislature begins on January 14. 
Helen Gibbins will be visiting the legislature occasionally and would 
be pleased to take along other League members. Please contact her at 
736-3287, if you are interested.
Letters to members of the legislature may be addressed to the WV 
Senate or WV House of Delegates, Capitol Building, Charleston,
WV 25305. The Cabell County members of the legislature include:
FIFTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT - CABELL AND WAYNE
Robert "Bob" Plymale (D)
Thomas Scott (R)
HOUSE OF DELEGATES - 




16th Delegate District - Cabell and part of Wayne
Susan Hubbard (DL 
Evan Jenkins (D)
Jody Smirl (R)
♦B a rbou rsv i l l e  Counci l  Meet ing,  League 
contact,Terri Waldeck, 733-5728.
Tips - Most of the governmental organizations offer an 
agenda at the door. Be sure to pick one up. At appropriate 
times the public may speak. Take along the League's 
Public Officials flyer so that you will recognize the 
names of those on the board, council, or commission. The 
term good and welfare" is used to indicate the public may 
speak.
Filing for Office
January 12 to midnight, Feb. 7.
Offices to be elected are: circuit clerk, county clerk, 1 
county commissioner, 1 circuit judge, 3 members of the 
board of education, 4 park district members, 1 person to 
the WV Senate, and in the WV House of Delegates, 3 
members in District 15 and 3 members in District 16.
Voters Service
League members are planning our 1998 voters service campaign. 
We met with the county clerk to talk about Getting Out the Vote 
(GOTV). Some of our activities will be promoting First Vote in the 
high schools; publishing answers to candidates' questions in the 
newspaper; candidates meeting; and promotion of registration. If you 
have ideas on how to better involve the public in the election process 
or if you would like to help in the League's campaign, contact Terri 
Waldeck, 733-5728, or Helen Gibbins, 736-3287. A committee will 
meet to write questions for the candidates. If you would like to attend 
or wish to submit questions, contact Terri or Helen.
LWVWV 1998 Council Meeting
The LWVWV will hold its 1998 Council meeting on Saturday, May 
2,1998 in Clarksburg at the Holiday Inn. Delegates and non voting 
visitors are welcome for this one-day meeting.
1998 LWVWV Legislative priorities
Education
*Adequately fund a high quality education for every chiid^
inWV.
Election Laws
*Incentives to limit campaign spending.
*Strictures on campaign loans i.e. who lends the money; 
how much a candidate may spend on the campaign; how long it 
takes for candidates to repay loans.
State Government
*Open meetings complying with the WV Supreme Court 
decision on McComas v. Board of Education.
*Restore Ethics Commission's authority to initiate 
investigations.
Social Policy
-^Educational campaigirs~fo“ prevent Petal AlcohoF '  
Syndrome (FAS).
♦Legislation to consider the needs of children affected by 
implementation of welfare reform.
♦Continue the WV Women's Commission.
♦Public policy which affirms the right of privacy of an 
individual to make reproductive choices.
♦Fund, sufficiently, in-state, federally approved, juvenile 
offender facilities.
♦Change the Medicaid program so WV will bear its share 
of the cost of providing health care coverage for poor children.
Natural Resources
♦Correct WV's solid waste laws.
♦Provide adequate funding for inspectors needed to monitor 
and enforce the State's environmental laws.
♦Support programs which would lessen the impact of 
flooding in WV.
Taxation
♦Support the vigorous and fair collection of taxes and 
assessments. Prompt enforcement of penalties for failure to 
comply with-WV tax codes. — - - — - ------
1/14 WV Legislature begins 60-day session.
1/26 LWV Huntington Area Board Meeting, 11:30 
a.m., Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church.
2/19 Women’s Day at the Legislature
On Social Policy and Education
Kathy Stoltz, LWVWV state board member 
(from The WV Voter, Winter, 1998)
THgXeague continues tol)e conceriied^out th e ^ fe o ^  
of welfare reform on the children of families which are 
under a deadline to find woik and leave the welfare system. 
We are concerned about the quality, the cost and the 
availability of child care. While nearly 50% of welfare 
recipients have been removed from the rolls in the pilot 
counties, this percentage represents the people who are 
most easily employed because they have the fewest 
problems preventing them from accepting work. Any 
additional welfare recipients who are moved into the 
workplace will require some type of assistance to permit 
them to do so. Child care, education and transportation 
are examples of the assistance the remaining 50% may 
, require if they are to accept pa3dng jobs. We are pleased 
that more case managers have been hired and that there are
^ some provisions for child care and transportation. We 
will continue to support the provision of adequate 
supportive services for people who enter the work force 
from welfare, and we will continue to support the 
provision of benefits for those whose disabilities or 
circumstances make employment difficult or impossible.
The LWV is a nonpartisan political organization 
that encourages the informed and active participation of 
citizens in government and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. Membership in the 
League is open to women and men of voting age. Annual 
dues, not tax deductible, are $35 individual, $50 for two in 
one household.
To join, send your check to : Ann Speer, Treasurer, 
706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
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